Baltic Readings 2009 

“Paths of transformations in the Baltic States after 1989”
25–26 September 2009
Lomonosova street 1A, Riga, Latvia (location)
organised by

The Latvian Sociological Association (www.sociologija.lv)
Conference is devoted to 20th anniversary of the activities of the

Latvian Sociological Association
The language of the conference will be English. 

PROGRAMME
Friday, September 25, 2009

11.30 – 12.00 Registration and coffee

12.00 – 13.40 Plenary session (1st auditorium)
Chairman: Oksana Žabko
12.00 – 12.10 
Welcome by Oksana Žabko, Latvian Sociological Association
12.10 – 12.40 
New challenges of sociology 

Prof. Tālis Tisenkopfs, University of Latvia 

12.40 – 13.10 
Transformation of social structure in Lithuania 
Dr. Arvydas Virgilijus Matulionis, Institute for Social Research, Director 
13.10 – 13.40 
Remarks on “economic history” of Latvia (1991-2009)
Oksana Žabko, Latvian Sociological Association, Baltic Institute of Social Sciences
13.40 – 14.30 Lunch (at Students’ cafe)
14.30- 16.30 Work in sections
Section 1: Political sociology and ethnic relations (room 203)
Chairman: Brigita Zepa
14.30 – 14.50 
Language competition in Latvia: context, discourse and power
Evija Kļave, Baltic Institute of Social Sciences, University of Latvia
14.50 – 15.10 
Changes in Attitudes to Vilnius Problems during Two Decades 
Vida Kasparaviciene, Institute for Social Research (Vilnius)
15.10 – 15.30 
Riga as a City in the Consciousness of Russian Population in 1920-1930
Vladislavs Volkovs, The Institute of Social Investigations, Daugavpils University

15.30 – 15.50 
Transition from the recipient to the donor country or how Latvia is sharing its transitional experience to the Close Neighbourhood
Sintija Šmite (Latvia)
15.50 – 16.10 
European Parliament Elections 2009. The Lithuanian Case
Ana Klementjeviene, Institute for Social Research (Vilnius) 

16.10 – 16.30 
The Construction of National Identity Through the Celebration of National Holidays
Dr. Brigita Zepa, University of Latvia, Baltic Institute of Social Sciences
Section 2: Education and science (room 204)
Chairman: Jolanta Pivoriene 
14.30 – 14.50 
Public perception of medical innovations of the 21stcentury: the case of xenotransplantation
Anda Ādamsone-Fiskoviča, Centre for Science and Technology Studies, Latvian Academy of Sciences 
14.50 – 15.10 
Children‘s participation, equality and justice tendencies in Lithuanian schools (1998-2009)
Dr. Vilma Zivile Jonyniene, Mykolas Romeris University
15.10 – 15.30 
Presentation of notion “children rights” in Lithuanian websites
Dr. Jolanta Pivoriene, Mykolas Romeris University 

15.30 – 15.50 
Educational praxis to overcome social exclusion. The case of Latvia. (Includ-ed Project)
Iveta Ķešāne, Baltic Institute of Social Sciences
15.50 – 16.10 
Grassroots of Creative Industry: Understanding of Art among Young Artists
Dr. Viktorija Zilinskaite, Institute for Social Research (Vilnius)
16.10 – 16.30 
Socio-economic conditions of student life in the Baltic countries
Trapenciere Ilze, Latvian Academy of Sciences
16.30 – 17.00 Coffee and information (at Students’ cafe)
19.00 – 22.00 Get together party at Latvian Film museum (Peitavas str. 10/12, Old Riga)
Programme:
Documentary: “Čiža acīm. Little bird’s diary” (2007) Director Edmunds Jansons

Aivars Tabuns: presentation “Light-minded sociology in Latvia”
Exhibition: Latvian Film museum and 20th anniversary of Latvian Sociological Association
Wine & snacks

Saturday, September 26, 2009

10.00 – 11.20/11.40
Section 3: Political sociology and identities (room 217)
Chairman: Inija Trinkuniene 
10.00 – 10.20 
 Political Alienation – a Legacy of Communist Regime? Micro Level Empirical Evidence
Inta Mierina, University of Latvia, Faculty of Social Sciences 
Edmunds Cers, University of Latvia, Faculty of Physics and Mathematics
10.20 – 10.40
 The Youth and the Nationality: Research into Attitudes
Inija Trinkuniene, Institute for Social Research (Vilnius)
10.40 – 11.00 Normative understanding of citizenship: opinion of Latvian youth
Ieva Strode, University of Latvia, SKDS
11.00 – 11.20 Does monitorial citizen exist? The types of participators in Lithuania
Dr. Jūratė Imbrasaitė, Vytautas Magnus University 
Section 4: Social processes and generations 1 (room 218)
Chairman: Anele Vosyliute 
10.00 – 10.20 Traumatic events and change of local identities
Dr. Anele Vosyliute, Institute for Social Research (Vilnius)
10.20 – 10.40 The effect of the Net: Cohesion vs. isolation
Jānis Buholcs, University of Latvia
10.40 – 11.00 Social Exclusion of the Disabled
Elena Kocai, Institute for Social Research (Vilnius) 
11.00 – 11.20
Social environment and value attitudes of physically disabled people
Dr. Gražina Maniukaitė, Institute for Social Research (Vilnius)
11.20 – 11.40
Effectiveness of regulation: the case of apartment house management in Latvia


Arta Snipe, University of Latvia
11.20/11.40 – 12.00 Coffee Break (at Students’ cafe)
12.00 – 13.20
Section 5: Social processes and generations 2 (room 218)
Chairman: Baiba Bela

12.00 – 12.20
Social Suffering and post-soviet masculinities in the contemporary Lithuania
Dr. Arturas Tereskinas, Vytautas Magnus University
12.20 – 12.40
Changing marital behaviour and family model
Dr.hab.oec. Pārsla Eglīte, Institute of Economics Latvian Academy of Science 

12.40 – 13.00
Memories continued and interrupted: generations and social memory in Latvia
Dr. Baiba Bela, University of Latvia
13.00 – 13.20
Empty at the moment
Section 6: Religion, culture and communication 1 (room 217)
Chairman: Marekss Niklass

12.00 – 12.20
Local history museums: their mission and engagement in cultural life in respective communities
Mareks Niklass, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
12.20 – 12.40
Policy of interest-related education in Latvia: convenient term in legislation 
Miķelis Grīviņš, University of Latvia 
12.40 – 13.00
Society and virtual reality
Nauris Grass, University of Latvia
13.00 – 13.20
New Media Competence of Latvian Professionals as the Topical Subject of Interdisciplinary Research in Social Sciences
Dr. Vera Boronenko, University of Daugavpils 

13.20 – 14.30 Lunch (at Students’ cafe)
14.30 – 15.50

Section 7: Religion, culture and communication 2 (room 217)
Chairman: Aivars Tabuns

14.30 – 14.50
Main Trends in Empirical Sociological Research on Religion
Dr. Aivars Tabuns, University of Latvia
14.50 – 15.10
International Comparative Sociological Surveys on Religion
Ausma Tabuna, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
15.10 – 15.30
Academic youth’s insights into the cultural memes of Lithuania: perception, recognition, expression
Eugenija Krukauskiene, Institute for Social Research (Vilnius)
15.30 – 15.50
Young people online dating strategies in Latvia
Kaspars Vīgulis, University of Latvia
Section 8: Regions and rural sociology (room 218)
Chairman: Līga Rasnača

14.30 – 14.50
New actors in post-socialist country side
Dina Bite, University of Latvia

Liga Rasnaca, University of Latvia
14.50 – 15.10
Development of socioeconomic aspects in the Lithuanian farmers’ farms: the present and future vision
Dr. Valentina Ratkeviciene, Vilnius Pedagogical University  
15.10 – 15.30
Polycentric regional development in Latvia
Dr. Aija Zobena, University of Latvia
15.30 – 15.50
Region as entry point into innovation
Matīss Neimanis, University of Latvia
15.50 – 16.30 Departure 
